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Mr. Douglas B, MacDonald, Secretary of Transportation

cfo Allison Hay

Alaskan Way Viaduct and Seawall Replacement Praject Office
Y Thivd Avenue, Suite 2424

Seattle, WA 98104

Hon. Greg Nickels, Mavor
City of Seattle

Seartle Citve Hall

a0 Fourth Avenoe, Tth Floor
Seattle, WA 98104 [870

Ie: ViaduclSeawall Replacement DEIS Comments
Dear Secretary MacDonald and Mayor Nickels;

Thank you for the appartunity to comment on the Drafi Envisonmental Impact Staresens
for the SR 89: Alaskan Way Viaduwer & Seawall Replacemens Projece. You have hoth
demanstrated tremendous leadership in moving the project 1o this stage.

The Viadoct is vital o the region’s future and we are fully supportive of addressing this
“eritical link in our regional wansportation svstem,

Loss of the rosdway capacity and local access pravided by the Alaskan Way Viaduct and
the surfave strect—and the railroad mainline capacity that is dependent on the protection of the
seawall—would be catastrophic. The region’s economic life and well-being depends on the
service provided by these facilities. A long-term clasure of the corridor would harm commerce
and workers,

The Viaduet is vital for the efficiency of cargo werminals operations. Contsiner trade
through the Port was 1.5 million 20-fool eguivalent units {TEUs) Last vear, The value of PWo-Way
waterbarne e 15 aboue 330 billion per vear, which arrives at and depirts Seatle primartly vin
rail and truck, using ur passing under SR 99, Operations at Port of Seattle marine terminals
:‘-illFlFll:'l'| mare than LE00 jl]h:‘-’u in the E'I:gi_l_':ﬂ'l anil E'l'_'nl_"::]h: ?.H‘l_lf:- miillion "|]:r|_|_|_'|||::‘.' in wiages aned
satartes and S107 million in state and lacal texes each vear (Martin amd Asseciates repott,
Seplember 20007, The value of mtermutional cargo moeving amang these areas was estimated ar
nealy SL00 bellion in 1997 {BST Associates report. Fanuary 1999). Terminal 46 alone supparts
1,366 direct jubs and 2413 induced and indirect jobs, which provide $157 million in persenal
meome, and generates S22 million in state amd lacal txes plus 547 million in federal taxes,
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Owur success i competing for contamer trade 15 dependent on & functioning regional land-
based transportation svstem that can quickly move containers from ships to their inland
destinations via rail or truck. Loss of the Viaduct would devastate our ability to compete for
container traffic and puts all of the econemic activity generated by the Port™s mantime operations
at risk. This alsp underscores the impomance of choosing design and construction options that do
not impede conteiner operations and ultimately enhance our region’s ability 1o move cargo
rapidly.

Chur comments on the DELS are focosed on the impact of the Viadoot on cargo terminal
operatioms in particular on Terminal 46.

Aceess to and wse of Terminal 46 must be protected.

«  We are concerned that neither the acrial nor surface design oprion for the sauth
segment, as described i the DELS, provide for functional container operations. Bath
of these options, as shown, would take property that 15 critical 1o the functionality of
T-46 as a container terminal. We are also concerned that the alignment with SR 99 on
the surface does not provide adequate access to the facilicy.

+  We encourage and suppont efforts o madify Viaduet options in order o
accommedate T-46"s current and future performance levels ingluding:
- Providing for container drayage trucking {e. g. curve radi, grades, and signals);
= Ensuring access 1o the two rail vard zates 1o the south;
- Ensuring access to the east to the North 516 Yard and the regional highway
system; and
- Supporting railread mtermaodal activity.

« Iris imperative that Hanjin Shipping, which operates Terminal 46, be able 10 operate
as they currently do—buoth during construction and with a replacement tacilicy
Temporary detour facilities, construction staging, detours, and capacily reductions on
surface streets could have & profound impact on T-46. Unimpeded access o Terminal
46 for container terminal operations must he a wap prianity,

«  Inaddinon. we strongly wrge you to consider modifeations to Viaduct options that
can aszist in joining container ecminal and ralroad cperations o the Morth
[Mrwamish by reviewing options far rebuilding 5B 99 East of its curcent alignment
in the vicinity of Terminal 30, We need to take advantage of every opportunity ta
improve efficiencies and to keep our contamer industry a vital, competitive part of
ol economy Jor fulure zeneralions,

Thank vou for your consideration and attention 1o this matter,

Sincerely, .

MM\

Steve Willinmson
Execulive Secretary
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